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Marcus Vitruvius Pollio (c. 80-70 BC- after c. 15 BC), Roman architect
Kate Nesbitt
3. See Goldblatt, "the dislocation of the architectural self", p159; Tschumi, "Architecture and Limits
I"; Tschumi, "Architecture and Limits II"; Tschumi, "Architecture and Limits III"; Tschumi, "The
Architecture Paradox"; AA Words One: Supercritical : Peter Eisenman Meets Rem Koolhaas;
Agrest, "Design versus Non-Design".
Against Architecture : La prise de la Concorde (1974).
5. Denis hollier (1942-): scholar of French language and culture
Georges Bataille (1897- 1962) : French intellectual and literary figure
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8. Gilles Deleuze (1925 - 1995) : French philosopher /
9. Jacques Derrida (1930- 2004) : French philosopher
10. Martin Heidegger (1889- 1976), German philosopher
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See course outline: ARCHHTC236, 2010, the University of Auckland: School of Architecture and
Planning, 195.
12. Situationists International (SI) in France
13. See forty, 2000, 170
14. Bernard Tschumi
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16. See Tschumi, 2000.
17. Bios, Yve-Alain and Rosalind E. Krauss.
18. Gordon Matta Clark
19. Arata Isozaki and Akira Asada
20. Sylvia Lavin
21. Sublime
22. Zuzana Kovar
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24. Stephen Walker
25. Greg Lynn
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27. Becoming
28. Andrew Ballantyne
29. Teresa Stoppani
30. Antony Vidler
31. See Stoppani, 2007, 546-47
32. See Vidler, 1997,49-50
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35. See Hollier, 1992, 6-12
36. Butter horse
37. The Execution of Maximilian, Eduard Manet (1867)
38. The Shooting of the May Third 1808, Francisco Goya (1814)
39. Immanent
40. The Death of Toreador, Eduard Manet (1864)
41. Elstir

AR

Ao

Y

.Yr

Y

Y'Y

awd oS Lz .l ais Lo ilo g9 5l G  SBL bude 4y a8 ol azdy s 31 ley (gaamins 50 14831 ol el
(See Batallle, 1995]3, 88) | Ms.a 5] o)L})d YS) w;k;oj ;\.»5(;0 uw 3‘ O ‘)(AJLQ ). LS)"D LQAJP)LA

42. See Bataille, 1955b,"the destruction of the subject"
43. The Phenomenology of Spirit: Phdnomenologie des Geistes (1807)



44. heterogeneity
45. Base-materialism
46. Simian
47. See Bataille,1955a.
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50. See Gemerchak, 2003, "Work and Death”
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54. Intensity
55. See Weiss, "Impossible Sovereignty ...".
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- Agostini, G. (2016). Nietzsche. In Mark Hewson and Marcus Coelen (Eds.), Georges Bataille Key
Concepts (56-64). Oxon: Routledge.
- Ballantyne, A. (2007). Deleuze & Guattari for Architects. Oxon: Routledge.
- Bataille, G. (1929). Architecture. Document,2,117.
- Bataille, G. (1929). L'Informe. Documents, 7, 382.

- Bataille, G. (1955a). Lascaux or the Birth of Art (Translator : Austryn Wainhouse). Geneva : Skira.
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Bataille, G. (1955b). Manet (Translators : Austryn Wainhouse & James Emmons). Geneva: Skira.

Bataille, G. (1985). Obelisk, Visions of Excess (Translator : Allan Stoekl). Minnesota : University of
Minnesota press.

Bataille, G. (1986). Eroticism, Death and Sensuality. San Francisco : City Lights Publishers.
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Abstract

Regarding the concept of formless “I’informe” in Georges Bataille's philosophy, it has been discussed that the very
notion of formless is the opposite of architecture. Thus the formless architecture, if the adjective could ever be applicable
to architecture, must be somehow symbolic or metaphoric. On the other hand, in Bataille’s philosophy, formless is
the “condition of possibility” of art. If we assume architecture as an art, how can we bring formless and architecture
together? What can “formless architecture” mean to us? This paper is a reflection on the relationship between architecture
and formless. The main purposes would be to give an interpretation of Bataille's “I’informe”; to find the “condition of
possibility” of architecture based on Bataille’s formless; and to study philosophical implications of a possible formless
architecture that can set free human from its current rigid point of view. This question-based research meditates on
the paradoxical concept (formless architecture) with a philosophical approach. In this regard, the possible meanings of
formlessness in architecture are discussed. The paradox of formless architecture resembles the paradox of “poetry of
silence” in Bataille's ideas; a poetry that sacrifices the language in order to be an art and blooms in the ruins of language.
In Bataille's works, this sacrificing of representation and meaning is the necessary condition of art. But in architecture,
which in Bataille's world is the reference of human representation and the base on the human form, sacrificing is to make
human formless. Bataille’s historical quest for formless human had led him to Lascaux cave galleries, where human are
represented unclothed, animalesque, and faceless. Bataille interprets these figures as human desire to negate himself.
He defines formless human as the nonstop negating force or nonstop negativity. This is the ideal picture of human in the
“General economy” because by negating himself man can be the best representative of extravagancy and can replace a
limited view with a general one. Thus formless creates a Copernican turn from a limited viewpoint to a general one. As
we will see, in this rotation, the world of form starts to float on the excess of forces that have directed our deeds, and
formless defines the foundation and the condition of form. A condition that has directed architecture like other human
deeds: just as architecture, which prima facie seems to be a shelter from death, is rather an excess which does not fear
ruining vital forces and in its highest forms plays with the fear of death and makes fun of it. In Bataille's opinion in the
shadow of pyramids, the fear of death is rendered pointless. But what is the most basic wealth to spoil in architecture? This
Copernican turn engages architects with this consistent question: what makes architecture architecture? What makes a
place a place? Formless will present itself as the foundation of architecture or the “condition of possibility” of architecture.
This Copernican turn paves the way that takes Bataille from Hegel’s “negativity” to Nietzche’s “extravagancy” and
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ultimately to Proust’s “quest”.

Keywords: Architecture, Bataille, I’informe or formless, negation or la négation, sacrifice or le
sacrifice



